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THE BEST WAY TO RUIN A ROTARY MEETING
A message from the President

Rick Gibson

          At each of our lunch meetings, just before I ring the bell to call us to order, I listen to
the chatter and laughter and I say to myself, “Am I about to ruin a perfectly good Rotary
meeting?” Last week as I looked out at the crowd that had gathered, I saw Ben Turner
slapping backs and shaking hands. Lauren Schlau and John Green were discussing
something. John was gesturing wildly. Sally Gallagher had just arrived to the table at the
back and the conversation suddenly grew loud with enough laughter to turn heads. John
Langfit was leaning forward to introduce himself to guests. Meanwhile, Jeremy Weinglass
was bathing the scene in beautiful music. I grabbed the gavel and prepared to bring it all to
jarring end by ringing the bell.
 
          Rotary friendship is one of the most important elements of the Rotary experience.
The meetings are meaningless without it. The service projects become tedious when
friendship is absent. That is why I am excited about the final meeting of 2019. The
December 10th meeting will be less of a meeting and more of a party. It will be a
celebration of friendship. We’ll gather at the California Club at 6 pm for a reception. Dinner
will be served at 7 pm. The evening will last as long as any of you want to hang out. We
have a great band, Carly and the King, lined up to play and perform. We’ll end the night
with a toast to our Club and to one another. This is a perfect event to invite a friend,
partner, or spouse. To celebrate the 10th Anniversary of Angel City Celebration, $30 of
each ticket will go to support this hallmark project.
 
          I hope you will share in this very special evening.
          Tickets are available at rotaryla5.org
 
Yours in Rotary Service,



https://www.crsadmin.com/EventPortal/Registrations/PublicFill/EventPublicFill.aspx?evtid=951b9911-5294-4e3f-8900-18ca5b9d5e3f
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Nov 22
Nov 23
Dec 02
Dec 06
 

Rose Queen & her Court - Lunch at Cal Club

Baby Shower for PP Charisse Lara (following lunch)

Brian Goldstein - Lunch at Cal Club

Service Opportunity - National Adoption Day 

Cosko Golf Event - Los Angeles Country Club

Thomas Iland - Breakfast at the Cal Club
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CLICK HERE TO VIEW THE CLUB CALENDAR

https://www.rotaryla5.org/calendar/club-meetings/the-rose-queen-and-her-court-with-fritz-coleman
https://www.rotaryla5.org/calendar/club-meetings/brian-goldstein
https://www.rotaryla5.org/calendar/service-events/national-adoption-day-2019
https://www.rotaryla5.org/calendar/events/cosko-westside-golf-event
https://www.rotaryla5.org/calendar/club-meetings/thomas-iland
https://www.rotaryla5.org/calendar


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdh8EJYzopdzoFnT2CSNaqjeqtY5TUaZQ4h6-Rkfj3CBEdjew/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1


https://www.rotaryla5.org/calendar/club-meetings/angel-city-holiday-party-2019


staged for the world right here in usually sunny Southern California 
each January 1 (unless it’s a Sunday).  On September 20, LA5 
breakfast attendees heard from TOR CEO David Eads about some 
behind the scenes challenges the organization faces in keeping the 
event relevant and exciting to its millions of worldwide viewers of both 
the iconic parade and the vaunted Rose Bowl football game. 
 The first Tournament of Roses was held in 1890 sponsored by the Valley Hunt Club. The
abundance of flowers in the midst of winter prompted the club to add a parade before the
competition, where entrants decorated carriages with hundreds of colorful blooms. The
Bowl game came a decade later in 1902, though not held annually due to football playoff
schedules. Both the parade and bowl game are recognized as the gold standard by which
others are measured.  
 Despite the TOR’s success and global recognition the organization faces challenges when
producing a parade attracting 700,000 live spectators and a football game for 90,000 fans
each and every year, and millions more worldwide via television.  These events have a 
                                                                                total economic impact on Pasadena and 
                                                                                greater Los Angeles of nearly $200
                                                                                million from visitor spending for hotels, 
                                                                                restaurants, attending other paid venues, 
                                                                                and other category spending while in the
                                                                                area, many who come for the t
                                                                                tournament from out of town for one to 
                                                                                two weeks. 
                                                                                A little known fact is that the parade revenue 
                                                                                doesn’t cover its expenses and in the long run 
                                                                                is not economically sustainable.  Mr. Eads
and the TOR Committee are exploring ways to have it break even.  Another challenge he
mentioned is security, a concern of both the organizers and spectators.  The TOR has
installed auto blockers, security cameras and more security staff along the parade route
and at the game to mitigate potential problems, all at additional cost to TOR.
In terms of the Rose Bowl game, challenges include a declining football audience, changes
in the NCCA’s playoff format and a proliferation of bowl games at the end of the year
diluting the audience for each game.  While the Rose Bowl continues to fill the stadium the
TOR recognizes that may not always be the case and again, is working to identify ways to
ensure a viable future for the game.    
Any of us who have attended our annual TOR Rose Court luncheon, worked on a float with
Rotary (myself included), attended the parade or the bowl game, or just watch the
spectacle on TV know how much this event is integrated into the area’s New Year
celebration. Experience a part of the Tournament of Roses by meeting the Rose Parade
Queen and her court at our special annual TOR luncheon November 14, emceed again by
the charismatic Fritz Coleman.

It's the grand-daddy of them all - the
Tournament of Roses,

T H E  T O U R N A M E N T  O F  R O S E S
B Y  L A U R E N  S C H L A U



LAST WEEK IN PHOTOS
veterans day  program w ith ellen pawlikowski

Did you know that Walker was this funny?! The LA5 directory is out! ... and it's quite the
page turner ...

where the magic happens where the magic actually happens

Rotary is fun! See?!



W h a t  w a s  y o u r  f a v o r i t e
t h i n g  a b o u t  y o u r
c a r e e r ?  

He lp ing  more  than  1 50

Te rmina ted  Execut i ve s

ge t  the i r  ca ree r s  back  on

t rack .

 

W h a t  i s  y o u r  p r o u d e s t
a c c o m p l i s h m e n t ?
Hav ing  2  ve r y  succes s fu l

sons  and  2  grea t

g randdaughte r s .

 

W h a t  q u i r k s  d o  y o u
h a v e ?
I  be l i e ve  the re  a re  2  ways

to  do  someth ing :  my  way

and  wrong .

 

W h a t ' s  y o u r  d r e a m  c a r ?
W h y ?
Por sche  9 1 1  conve r t ib l e .

One  o f  the  f i ne s t  spo r t s

ca r s  eve r  bu i l t .

 

I f  y o u  c o u l d  c h o o s e  t o
d o  a n y t h i n g  f o r  a  d a y ,
w h a t  w o u l d  i t  b e ?
Walk  my  dog .  P lay  36

ho le s  o f  go l f ,  have  a

good  d inne r  wi th  f r i ends ,

go  to  bed  and  r ead  a

good  book .

 

W h a t ' s  w o r t h  s p e n d i n g
m o r e  o n  t o  g e t  t h e
b e s t ?
Eve r y th ing .  You  get  what

you  pay  f o r .

 

ME E T  

J A C K  D I B B

P A U L  H A R R I S  F E L L O W ,

W E L C O M E  &  B A D G E

C O M M I T T E E ,  

I N V O C A T I O N  &  M U S I C

C O M M I T T E E ,

S E R G E A N T - A T - A R M S  ' 0 7 - ' 0 8



CHECKING IN
WITH LA5
SCHOLARS

How did you use the
scholarship money?
 

"I used it to buy books and to

afford travel to California during

breaks ."

 

 

Brag to us about what you did
this year...
 

"This past year I was named a

Liman Fellow with the Yale

School of Law . As a fellow , I was

given a stipend to work with the

Mexican American Legal and

Educational Fund in Washington ,

D .C . Additionally , Brown

University recently nominated

me for a Marshall Scholarship ,

which is considered to be among

the most competitive scholarship

for graduate programs . If I 'm

awarded the scholarship , I will

spend two years in the UK

studying migration . :

ANGEL , 2016 RECIPIENT

CURRENTLY ATTENDING 

BROWN UNIVERSITY


